
Comics-Related TEKS 
9th Grade ELA TEKS: 

(12)  Reading/Media Literacy. Students use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, 
graphics, and sounds work together in various forms to impact meaning. Students will continue 
to apply earlier standards with greater depth in increasingly more complex texts. Students are 
expected to: 

(A)  compare and contrast how events are presented and information is communicated 
by visual images (e.g., graphic art, illustrations, news photographs) versus non-visual 
texts; 
(B)  analyze how messages in media are conveyed through visual and sound techniques 
(e.g., editing, reaction shots, sequencing, background music); 
(D)  evaluate changes in formality and tone within the same medium for specific 
audiences and purposes. 

(13)  Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to: 

(A)  plan a first draft by selecting the correct genre for conveying the intended meaning 
to multiple audiences, determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, interviews), and developing a 
thesis or controlling idea; 
(B)  structure ideas in a sustained and persuasive way (e.g., using outlines, note taking, 
graphic organizers, lists) and develop drafts in timed and open-ended situations that 
include transitions and the rhetorical devices used to convey meaning; 
(C)  revise drafts to improve style, word choice, figurative language, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and 
genre have been addressed; 
(D)  edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and 
(E)  revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish 
written work for appropriate audiences. 

(14)  Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings 
about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are responsible for at least two 
forms of literary writing. Students are expected to: 

(A)  write an engaging story with a well-developed conflict and resolution, interesting 
and believable characters, and a range of literary strategies (e.g., dialogue, suspense) 
and devices to enhance the plot; 
(C)  write a script with an explicit or implicit theme and details that contribute to a 
definite mood or tone. 



(24)  Listening and Speaking/Listening. Students will use comprehension skills to listen 
attentively to others in formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply earlier 
standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to: 

(A)  listen responsively to a speaker by taking notes that summarize, synthesize, or 
highlight the speaker's ideas for critical reflection and by asking questions related to the 
content for clarification and elaboration; 
(B)  follow and give complex oral instructions to perform specific tasks, answer 
questions, solve problems, and complete processes; and 
(C)  evaluate the effectiveness of a speaker's main and supporting ideas. 

(25)  Listening and Speaking/Speaking. Students speak clearly and to the point, using the 
conventions of language. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. Students are expected to give presentations using informal, formal, and technical 
language effectively to meet the needs of audience, purpose, and occasion, employing eye 
contact, speaking rate (e.g., pauses for effect), volume, enunciation, purposeful gestures, and 
conventions of language to communicate ideas effectively. 
 
(26)  Listening and Speaking/Teamwork. Students work productively with others in teams. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are 
expected to participate productively in teams, building on the ideas of others, contributing 
relevant information, developing a plan for consensus-building, and setting ground rules for 
decision-making. 
 
9th Grade Fine Art TEKS: 
 (1)  Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy 
skills using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by 
learning about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and 
expressive qualities. The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as 
sources for examining, understanding, and creating original artwork. The student is expected 
to: 

(A)  consider concepts and ideas from direct observation, original sources, experiences, 
and imagination for original artwork; 
(B)  identify and understand the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, 
form, space, and value, as the fundamentals of art in personal artwork; 
(C)  identify and understand the principles of design, including emphasis, 
repetition/pattern, movement/rhythm, contrast/variety, balance, proportion, and unity, 
in personal artwork; and 
(D)  make judgments about the expressive properties such as content, meaning, 
message, and metaphor of artwork using art vocabulary accurately. 

(2)  Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artwork using a 
variety of media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively 



while challenging the imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined 
effort and progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected to: 

(A)  use visual solutions to create original artwork by problem solving through direct 
observation, original sources, experiences, narrations, and imagination; 
(B)  communicate a variety of applications for design solutions; 
(C)  use an understanding of copyright and public domain to appropriate imagery 
constituting the main focal point of original artwork when working from images rather 
than direct observation or imagination; 
(D)  create original artwork to communicate thoughts, feelings, ideas, or impressions; 
(E)  collaborate to create original works of art; and 
(F)  demonstrate effective use of art media and tools in drawing […] design, and digital 
art and media. 

(3)  Historical and cultural relevance. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history 
and culture by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The student 
develops global awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. 
The student is expected to: 

(A)  compare and contrast historical and contemporary styles while identifying general 
themes and trends; 
(B)  describe general characteristics in artwork from a variety of cultures, which might 
also include personal identity and heritage; 
(C)  collaborate on community-based art projects; and 
(D)  compare and contrast career and avocational opportunities in art. 

(4)  Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and analyzes the artworks of self 
and others, contributing to the development of the lifelong skills of making informed judgments 
and reasoned evaluations. The student is expected to: 

(A)  interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in artwork by self, peers, and other 
artists such as that in museums, local galleries, art exhibits, and websites; 
(B)  evaluate and analyze artwork using a verbal or written method of critique such as 
describing the artwork, analyzing the way it is organized, interpreting the artist's 
intention, and evaluating the success of the artwork; 
(C)  construct a physical or electronic portfolio by evaluating and analyzing personal 
original artwork to provide evidence of learning; and 
(D)  select and analyze original artwork, portfolios, and exhibitions to form precise 
conclusions about formal qualities, historical and cultural contexts, intentions, and 
meanings. 
 
 
 



Career Technology Education (CTE) TEKS: 

(1) The student demonstrates professional standards/employability skills as required by 
business and industry. The student is expected to: 

(A) explore opportunities in training, education, and certifications for employment; 
(B) demonstrate professional standards and personal qualities needed to be employable 
such as oral and written communication, leadership, teamwork, appreciation for 
diversity, conflict management, customer service, work ethic, and adaptability; 
(C) demonstrate skills related to seeking and applying for employment. 

 
(2) The student applies English language arts in Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 
Communications projects. The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate use of content, technical concepts, and vocabulary; 
(B) use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents; 
(C) identify assumptions, purpose, and propaganda techniques; 
(D) compose and edit copy for a variety of written documents; 
(E) evaluate oral and written information; and 
(F) research topics for the preparation of oral and written communication. 
 

(3) The student applies professional communications strategies. The student is expected to: 

(A) adapt language structure and style for audience, purpose, situation, and intent; 
(B) organize oral and written information; 
(C) interpret and communicate information, data, and observations; 
(D) deliver formal and informal presentations; 
(E) apply active listening skills to obtain and clarify information;  
 (G) listen to and speak with diverse individuals; and 
(H) exhibit public relations skills to increase internal and external customer/client  
satisfaction. 

 
(4) The student understands and examines problem-solving methods. The student is expected 
to: 

(A) employ critical-thinking skills independently and in groups; and 
(B) employ interpersonal skills in groups to solve problems. 
 

(5) The student uses technology applications when completing Arts, Audio/Video Technology, 
and Communications projects and processes. The student is expected to: 



(A) use technology applications such as social media, email, Internet, writing and 
publishing, presentation, and spreadsheet or database applications for Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology, and Communications projects; and  
(B) use processes such as personal information management, file management, and file  
sharing. 

 
(6) The student understands arts, audio/video technology, and communications systems. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) describe the nature and types of businesses in arts, audio/video technology, and  
communications;  
(B) analyze and summarize the history and evolution of the arts, audio/video 
technology, and communications fields of study; 
(C) analyze the arts, audio/video technology, and communications economic base; and 
(D) analyze and summarize evidence of interdependence between the technical and the  
artistic sides of arts, audio/video technology, and communications.  

 
(10) The student understands principles of graphic design and illustration. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) research the history of visual arts and design; 
(B) explain the evolution of art and design; 
(C) compare current visual arts technologies with historical technologies; 
(D) understand general characteristics in artwork from a variety of cultures; and 
(E) analyze and apply art elements and principles in photographic works, multimedia  
applications, and digital and print media. 

 
(13) The student understands principles of printing and imaging. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify processes required for the production of various printed products; 
(B) identify basic design elements such as text, graphics, and white space; and 
(C) demonstrate basic knowledge of color theory. 

 
 (15) The student identifies and develops leadership characteristics. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify leadership characteristics; and 
(B) participate in student leadership and professional development activities. 

 



(16) The student applies ethical decision making and understands and complies with laws 
regarding use of technology in arts, audio/video technology, and communications. The student 
is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate an understanding of ethical conduct related to interacting with others 
such as maintaining client confidentiality and privacy of sensitive content and giving 
proper credit for ideas; 
(B) examine the First Amendment, Federal Communications Commission regulations,  
Freedom of Information Act, liability laws, and other regulations for compliance issues; 
(C) examine the liabilities, copyright laws, fair use, and duplication of materials 
associated with productions and performances; 
(D) analyze the impact of arts, audio/video technology, and communications industries 
on society; 
(E) demonstrate an understanding of proper digital etiquette, personal security 
guidelines, use of network resources, and the district's acceptable use policy for 
technology; and 
(F) identify and demonstrate positive personal qualities such as flexibility, open 
-mindedness, initiative, listening attentively to speakers, willingness to learn new 
knowledge and skills, and pride in quality work. 

 
(17) The student understands communications strategies as they relate to arts, audio/video 
technology, and communications. The student is expected to: 

(A) adapt the language and design of a project for audience, purpose, situation, and 
intent; 
(B) organize oral, written, and graphic information into formal and informal projects;  
(C) interpret and communicate information for multiple audiences; and 
(D) collaborate to create original projects, including seeking and responding to advice 
from  
others such as peers or experts in the creation and evaluation process. 

 
(19) The student applies technical skills for efficiency. The student is expected to:  

(A)employ planning and time-management skills to complete work tasks; and 
(B) use technology to enhance productivity. 

 
(20) The student develops a basic understanding of arts, audio/video technology, and 
communications. The student is expected to: 

(A) research the scope of career opportunities; 
(B) develop an understanding of the elements and principles of art; 



(C) develop an understanding of the industry by explaining the history and evolution of 
the arts, audio/video technology, and communications career fields and defining and 
using related terminology; 
(D) evaluate works of art using critical-thinking skills; 
(E) determine the use of art elements such as color, texture, form, line, and space; and 
(F) determine the use of principles of design such as continuity, pattern, rhythm, 
balance, proportion, and unity in products. 

 


